Back to Basics for Infection Prevention
Hand Sanitizer / Hand Wash Audit Provider& Patient Resource Guide
Hand Hygiene Basics
It is in these challenging times that we are reminded why hand hygiene is imperative in the prevention of
disease transmission. As a result, Network 6 has launched a “Back to Basics” campaign. These are resources
to share with your staff and patients. Suggestions for opportunities to share these materials would be in your
team huddles or staff meetings, posting the poster in prominent areas in the facility-waiting room, and at
scales and handwashing stations.

Back to Basics Resources
Back to Basics resources include a toolkit of printable resources, audits and educational video which are
aimed at assisting facilities effectively monitor hand hygiene in their facilities and include patients in the
efforts to improve infection prevention.

How do I use these Resources?
The resource titles are clickable, and provide access to the website and printable resources.
Review and become familiar with the resources.
Engage and educate your staffing team on the resources and their purpose:
•
•
•
•

Post the WHO poster in a location visible and accessible to staff and patients.
Print and share audits with staff and patients.
Print and share the PAC Speaks Newsletter with staff and patients.
Observe staff performing hand hygiene and check off steps followed

Engage and educate patients on the resources and their purpose:
•
•
•
•

Engage patients on the importance of hand hygiene. The NCC Test Your Hand Hygiene Knowledge is an
interactive way for patients to get involved.
Print the Hand Hygiene Audit / Questions and Answers and review how to use the audit with your
patients.
Encourage patients to ask questions and voice concerns as they arise.
Partnering and actively engaging patients in their care empowers patients, improves involvement in
their care and the likelihood of improved outcomes.

WHO Handrub (Sanitizer) / Hand Wash Poster
The World Health Organization (WHO) How to Handrub (use hand sanitizer) and How to Handwash resources
provide an easy to follow step-by-step pictorial on how to use hand rub (hand sanitizer) and wash hands
properly with soap and water. Post the poster in prominent areas in the facility-waiting room, and at scales and
handwashing stations.

Hand Sanitizer / Hand Wash Audit: Resource
Conducting practice observations and staff is considered to be best practices in monitoring infection
prevention in your facilities. This audit tool is intended to promote hand sanitizer utilization. Suggestions for
opportunities to share practice observation and audit results would be in your team huddles or staff meetings,
and interdisciplinary team meetings. This audit tool is available in English and Spanish versions.

CDC Hand Wash Audit

Conducting practice observations and is considered to be best practices in monitoring infection prevention in
your facilities. Suggestions for opportunities to share practice observation and audit results would be in your
team huddles or staff meetings, and interdisciplinary team meetings.

Hand Wash Video

The NCC ‘Test Your Hand Hygiene Knowledge’ video provides an interactive method to review with your
patients and test your patients hand hygiene knowledge. The video encourages and empowers patients to ask
and remind their care provider to wash their hands.

PAC Speaks- My Life is in Your Hands: Please Wash Them
Infections are the second leading cause of death in patients with ESRD. Engaging patients as active partners
with infection prevention strategies can reduce their risk. This Patient Advisory Committee (PAC) Newsletter
reflects a patient’s experience with infection and provides an insightful look at the impact of bloodstream
infection from a patient's point of view. Please share this informational newsletter with staff and patients.

